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When Israel turned to God in times of trouble, God always proved utterly reliable. The Psalm 

we are considering today reminds us of the reliability of a God who is far more consistently 

faithful to US than we are in return.  The Psalm acknowledges trouble and danger but also 

trusts that God is both willing and able to rescue Israel and lead the people to a safe place – 

a rock – a fortress – a refuge.   

The gospel too is concerned with a safe place – a guaranteed place – a place of safety and 

wellbeing in which we can be unafraid and sense the care and protection of our Creator.  

As someone who (like many others) is ‘shielding’ at present, I appreciate how privileged I am 

to have God’s care through the kindness and generosity in the words and behaviour of so 

many people. When I consider some of the awful living environments that I encountered in 

my former occupation, I know how blessed I am to be where I am at this difficult time. 

Someone living on the 12th floor of a tower block in inner London, in a small apartment 

surrounded by corridors, stair wells and elevators (when they are operational!) that smell like 

and are frequently used as, public conveniences and where physical safety is as threatened 

as personal health and hygiene; has a frightening existence when compared to mine! The 

options for exercise – if you are mobile enough to use the stairs when there isn’t a working 

elevator – are the car park (frequently the HQ of drug dealers and littered with rubbish used 

needles and burnt vehicles) and perhaps a small park or childrens’ play area (with similar 

debris) all usually permeated by traffic fumes, although maybe less fumes at present! So, 

being ‘locked down’ or ‘shielded’ or ‘isolated’ can take the form of extremely varied 

surroundings even if the Psalm and the Gospel both speak of a ‘place of safety’! 

So it’s easy for people like me, in comparative comfort and security with lovely neighbours, 

friends and family, to feel in a ‘place of safety’ compared to what I have just described. I take 

care to remind myself of that blessing, each time I become a bit irritated or fidgety about my 

own situation. I believe that the expression is that, compared to the poor souls in those 

conditions, “I don’t know I’m born!”  A sobering thought and another reason – as if we needed 

a reason – to say a big THANK YOU! 

As Christians, we derive our sense of safety (but not always comfort – and quite rightly so in 

my opinion!) from the image of our God as a refuge, rock or fortress. So we should not be 

afraid of enemies and not seduced by other places that pretend to be better. The psalmist is 

under a threat to life and recognises that even the faithful are in danger. This gives confidence 

in the prayer to God for help and rescue. But the writer doesn’t just dwell on the predicament 

and feel sorrowful for self. Instead there is recognition of the trustworthiness and reliability 

of God to get us out of a difficult and dangerous situation – as relevant in 2020 as it was all 

those years ago! The psalm says “Deliver me” and “Let your face shine” and “Save me” – and 

it says all these things with confidence and expectation. This I believe is a strong nudge for 

the nature of our own prayers, not just at this time but always!                
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The John 14 section of the Gospel – is a very familiar part of Jesus’ farewell speech. But it 

always bears further examination, even for those of us who have frequently repeated the 

words in the conducting of funeral and memorial services. 

First, Jesus promises the disciples a permanent existence in fellowship with him. Verses 2 to 

3 are a bit complicated to follow, describing Jesus’ departure to the Father’s house, then 

Jesus’ return at which time he gathers his disciples to take them to a permanent dwelling 

place. We meet terms that talk about “a place”, “my Father’s house” and “many dwelling 

places” and there is the implication of a fair bit of moving about from one location to another. 

I read somewhere that there may be a clue to their connection by reference to a Greek term 

that translates as “dwelling places”. It’s the noun of the verb “to abide” and we know that 

“abiding” in Christ indicates the Christian life and reaches its climax in the permanent 

“abiding” place prepared by Jesus and to which he refers. The security or safety of that place 

guaranteed by the presence of Jesus – i.e. “that where I am, you may be also”. It indicates a 

relationship with Jesus that goes beyond human death. The language about going to prepare 

dwelling places in the Father’s house raises the question of the journey. It confirms that the 

only way to the Father’s house and presence is through Jesus. I believe that sometimes this 

‘exclusive route’ to the Father through Jesus can cause some sense of uneasiness amongst 

Christians studying the Gospel: “No one comes to the Father except through me”. Does it 

mean that only people who deliberately embrace the Christian faith can be related to God or 

be saved? The usual way to deal with this question is to try to understand who the intended 

recipients were at that time. Then you either have to just accept it for what it is or try to find 

a modern analogy. Then again it might just simply be that all the Gospel is trying to indicate 

is that confessing Jesus and being committed to him is the way to the Father and the apparent 

‘exclusiveness’ of the path to God via Jesus is meant to be a helpful guide rather than a barrier 

to make us feel uncomfortable. We do after all believe in a God of love and grace! 

Finally, Jesus repeatedly makes a promise to the disciples that their prayers will be answered 

but this isn’t a kind of perpetual and reusable “get out of jail free card” to give spoiled children 

whatever they want and whenever they want it! The Gospel tells us that prayers are to be 

made “in Jesus’ name”. The answering of the requests doesn’t serve those who pray but is 

for the purpose of glorifying God. The confession of Jesus as our Saviour and the promise of 

permanent fellowship with him are meant, I believe, to remind us that, in these current 

difficult times of overcoming and surviving the virus crisis and in any future difficulties that 

we definitely WILL encounter, we should always feel in a ‘safe place’ with God. We should 

also do whatever we can to assist those in much less comfortable circumstances than 

ourselves to acquire a greater sense of that safety. Two people have taught me that lesson: 

Francis of Assisi (whose teaching is relevant even after the passage of over seven centuries) 

and John Wesley, whose sermon entitled “The Use of Money” I commend to anyone who 

wants to know a particular way of helping others. God be with you as your journey of faith 

continues. Amen       


